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Abstract

The role of children in research has increased in recent decades, but despite the emphasis
on the active role of children as researchers (CAR), a large proportion of this research is
conducted by adults. Accordingly, the present study, based on a documentary method, in
order to overcome this challenge and to lay the groundwork for children’s activities as
researchers, aimed to identify the facilitators and inhibitors of developing a research spirit
in children. By searching domestic databases including Noormags, IranDoc, Civilica,
Elmnet, SID (Scientific Information Database), and Ensani Portal, in the time period 2001-
2020, 64 documents were retrieved and then, using PRISMA evaluation checklist
indicators, 21 documents were selected to be studied and analyzed. Also, by searching in
international databases including ERIC, Sage, Elsevier, Google Scholar, and Taylor &
Francis, in the time period 2000-2020, 45 documents were retrieved and 19 documents
were selected to be studied and analyzed using PRISMA evaluation checklist indicators.
Data analysis was done using the Altheide method. Findings from investigating documents
resulted in the identification of four facilitators including educational, family,
environmental and motivational factors, and five inhibitors including individual, social,

relational, educational and organizational factors. Finally, according to the identified
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obstacles and limitations, some suggestions were made to plan for educating researcher

children.
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Documentary Method, PRISMA.
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