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Abstract

Philosophy for children is a trend whose most common approach is that of Matthew
Lipman, which focuses on increasing logical thinking skills. Lipman’s thought is
more comprehensible in analytic philosophy, but restricting this program to the
growth of rational reasoning and thinking alone is not compatible with Heidegger’s
view of philosophical hermeneutics, which places philosophy on a hermeneutic
basis. Heidegger aimed to open a new way in philosophy based on efforts to
understand the meaning of existence through hermeneutics. That being said, how
can a hermeneutic reading of a P4C program be presented in the light of Heidegger’s
thoughts? The present study attempts to examine and analyze the PAC program from
the perspective of Heidegger’s philosophical hermeneutics in terms of
“understanding” and “thinking” as the two main components of this program. To
achieve this goal, the analytical-inferential research method has been utilized. Based
on the theoretical foundations of Heidegger’s philosophical hermeneutics, a model
was proposed that indicates how understanding and thinking occur in this program.
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The results of this study show that under Heidegger’s views, theorizing, researching

and planning for the P4C program will have an ontological, thought-oriented and
guestioning nature.
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