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Abstract

the main purpose of this study was to analyze the lived experiences of elementary
teachers in virtual education during the covid-19 pandemic which was conducted by
using the phenomenological method. Data were collected using semi-structured
interviews. The participants were 16 elementary teachers in Ahvaz, who were selected
through targeted sampling of the maximum difference type, and the interviews
continued until theoretical saturation. The interviews were analyzed using the Colaizzi
method. The analysis of teachers’ experiences initially identified 55 basic themes. then
they were categorized into two categories of first and second organizing themes
(positive and negative experiences related to educational content, teaching method,
educational equipment, students' learning activities, evaluation, grouping, time and
space, parents and teachers). The deep analysis of the interviews led to the identification
of positive experiences such as the promotion of media literacy, providing the
possibility of quick feedback, using multimedia content, and some negative experiences
such as the difficulty of producing content, the lack of equipment, the decrease in
student motivation and the reduction of their participation in activities. Considering the

different experiences of teachers from facing virtual education, It is necessary to pay
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attention to various aspects of these experiences in order to improve performance and

more effective activity inthe field of virtual education.

Keywords: elementary teachers, virtual education, phenomenology, lived experiences,
Covid-19.

Introduction

With the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic in the world and due to the sudden and
urgent transfer of teachers from face-to-face teaching to virtual education and changing
teaching methods, in order to plan and make logical decisions in the future, one of the
important concerns of policy makers and decision makers in educational systems was to
gain a clear and accurate understanding of how teachers face this event. Identifying the
effects and consequences of the pandemic and the virtual education that follows it will
put a clear picture of this issue in front of the policymakers and educational practionares
and will be useful for the process of making a favorable policy at the present time and
reducing its consequences for the post-corona era. Therefore the main purpose of this
study was to analyze the lived experiences of elementary school teachers in virtual

education during the covid-19 pandemic.

Materials and Methods

The design of this research is qualitative and has been done using the phenomenological
method. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews. Participants in this study
were 16 elementary school teachers in Ahvaz who were selected through purposive
sampling of the maximum difference type and the interviews continued until the
theoretical saturation. The interviews were analyzed using the Colaizzi method. The
analysis of teachers’ experiences of virtual education initially identified and categorized
into 55 basic themes. Then, based on the findings, teachers' experiences gained from
virtual education were categorized into two general categories: first organizational
themes: (experiences related to educational content, teaching-learning strategies,
educational equipment, student learning activities, evaluation, grouping, time and space,
Parents and teachers) and the second organizing themes: (positive and negative

experiences).

Discussion & Result

Deep analysis of teachers' interviews led to identification and classification of positive

experiences. Such as: introducing teachers to technology and improving their media
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literacy, creating the possibility of immediate feedback on tests and using multimedia
content, preventing academic interruptions, Increasing students' confidence,
Familiarizing teachers with various teaching methods, Emergence of empathy between
parents and teachers, making it easier for teachers to continue their education, Having
more time to identify and deal with students' questions etc. It also identified some
negative experiences. Such as: the lack of visual appeal of some educational content, the
difficulties of creating content for teachers, the lack of equipment and facilities for
implementing virtual education, Boringness of virtual classes and removal of joy and
happiness from class activities, the low speed of the Internet, Time consuming and
longer working hours, reducing students' participation in activities and their
unwillingness to do Class activities, The lack of experience of teachers in the field of
virtual education and the absence of a suitable training course, Absence and non-
attendance of students in class, the decrease in student motivation etc.

Conclusion: considering the different lived experiences of teachers from facing
virtual education, it is necessary to pay attention to various aspects of these experiences
in order to improve performance and more effective activities in the field of virtual
education.
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