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Abstract

It has been almost two decades since P4C entered our education system, and many
efforts have been made to localize this program. Along the same line, a considerable
number of authors and researchers have attempted to rewrite the Persian classic texts
using the P4C approach. Meanwhile, the criticism and analysis of the published works
and the pathology of this growing approach have become highly significant. The present
research is an attempt to answer this question: Have the principles and criteria of the
philosophical stories been observed in the adaptations of Persian classic texts? The
purpose of this research is to investigate the extent to which the writers of the adapted
stories adhered to the fictional criteria of P4C. To this end, following the descriptive-
analytical approach, the collection of rewritten story, Masnavi Molavi and philosophy
for children, were explored based on the fictional components of P4C, including literary
adequacy, philosophical adequacy, and psychological adequacy. According to the
findings, the main issue in these rewritings is the lack of philosophical thinking
components such as the problematic and questioning nature of the text, the ability to be
enquired, and the pattern of argumentative dialogue. From the literary perspective, the

weakness of the authorship, the lack of details and fictional descriptions, as well as the
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logical weakness in the plot, have caused the decrease in literary adequacy of the
stories. In addition, due to the inadequacy of the stories in developing identification and
acting as a springboard, as well as the incompatibility of the content of some of the
stories with the mentalities and needs of the audience, psychological adequacy is not

observed in these collections of stories.

Keywords: classical Persian literature, rewriting, philosophy for children (P4C),

philosophical story, Masnavi e Ma'navi.

Introduction

In recent years with the recognition of P4C program and its functions, the concern of
providing appropriate local resources for the implementation of this program has
become widespread among students and researchers. In various fields related to P4C,
dissertations and thesis have been written focusing on analyzing the criteria and
principles of philosophy for children, as well as examining the ability of Persian
classical works to be transformed into philosophical stories for use in the P4C program;
and also some attempts have been made to select and rewrite the stories of ancient
Persian texts; and some researchers and authors have tried to rewrite literary Persian
works according to the fiction criteria of P4AC. meanwhile what becomes more important
is the detailed explanation of the criteria and dos and don'ts of a philosophical story in
addition the criticism of native stories. Due to the fact that PAC program, specially
writing philosophical stories, is a nascent movement and is being formed, it is necessary
to examine and analyze the published works to prevent misunderstandings and problems

in writing philosophical stories so that this movement is in the right direction.

Discussion
As we know writing a philosophical story is much difficult. In one of his last published
articles to appear in the journal Thinking, Lipman addresses his concern over the
philosophical novel. He writes, "If I were asked to say what I find to be the chief flaws
of the philosophical stories for children I have seen in recent years, I would say that
some of them were all story and no philosophy while others are all philosophy and no
story". (Lipman, 2002: 12) he adds some bury the philosophy so deeply into the
narrative that it would take a Derrida to ferret it out, while others sprinkle it on the
surface so that it could hardly be missed by a first grader with reading disabilities. (Ibid)
This issue and other P4C's story criteria become doubly important in rewriting

classical texts in philosophical way; because it is more sensitive and it is simply not
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possible to introduce children to ancient texts. In some cases poor introduction and
presentation of these works will have negative and irreparable consequences. (it should
be noted that the rewriting has no inappropriate interference in content and construction
of the work. Because such interferences may cause the loss of all values that are
considered the necessity of using these stories for children). (qezelayaq, 1392: 147)

In order to rewrite the classical stories, understanding the meanings and complexity of
ancient texts is necessary; therefore familiarity with Persian language & literature and
having literary knowledge is essential. Next step is the writing of stories. A good story for
P4C's classes must be a good child story at first. The authors of these stories should know
the criteria and principles of children's story very well. After observing these things, it is
time for P4C's story components including literary adequacy, philosophical adequacy, and
psychological adequacy. (fisher, 1388: 98) the ability of being springboard (see Splitter &
Sharp, 1396: 187) challenging, argumentative dialogue and appropriate ending are other
necessary aspects of a philosophical story. (for more information see Sharp, 1387a: 62- 67 et
383: 13- 15 and Lipman, 1383: 10 et 1389 and also Sutcliff, 1387: 69- 79)

Purpose

The present research is an attempt to answer this question: Have the principles and
criteria of the philosophical stories been observed in the adaptations of Persian classic
texts? The purpose of this research is to investigate the extent to which the writers of the

adapted stories adhered to the fictional criteria of P4C.

Materials & Method

In this paper which is reported in descriptive-analytical approach, the collection of
rewritten stories, Masnavi Molavi and philosophy for children, were explored based on
the findings of researchers & theorists in two fields of children's literature & philosophy
for children. This collection which includes nine rewritten stories from the 3™ notebook
of Masnavi e ma'navi, is analyzed in literary, philosophical and psychological

perspective.
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