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Abstract

The current study aims to investigate the impact of teaching philosophy to children on
critical thinking skills of sixth-grade elementary students in the city of Ray. It is an applied
and quasi-experimental research study using the pretest-posttest design involving a control
group. Among the statistical population consisting of female students in the sixth-grade
elementary school at the city of Rey, a number of 60 subjects were selected as the research
sample. The subjects were randomly assigned to two experimental and control groups (n=
30). The teaching process for the experimental group was implemented during 10 one-hour
sessions; however, the control group continued their normal activities with no additional
training sessions. The teaching was done using Lipman’s approach to philosophy for
children (P4C). The research instrument was the Ricketts' (2003) Critical Thinking
Disposition Questionnaire for which the reliability was obtained after a pilot test on 30
students using the Cronbach’s alpha of 0.82. The Analysis of covariance (ANCOVA)
method was carried out for data analysis. The results indicate that teaching philosophy to
children has a significant impact on their critical thinking and its components (creativity,
commitment, maturity), also it enhances the levels of critical thinking among the sixth-
grade elementary students being studied.
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