
Thinking and Children, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 1, Sprin and Summer 2021, 181-202 

Doi: 10.30465/FABAK.2021.6266 

Designing a Teaching Model for Cultivating Philosophical 

Thinking in Elementary School 

Narges Atrian
*
 

Faramarz Atrian
**

 

Abstract 

The present study was conducted to provide a teaching model for the development of 

philosophical thinking in elementary school students. Using a documentary and qualitative 

research design with a deductive approach and a descriptive-inferential method, the study 

has tried to answer three main questions. The first question seeks to explain the theoretical 

foundations of this type of curriculum and the next question seeks to provide subcategories 

of the basic elements of the philosophical thinking program including educational 

objectives, educational content, teaching-learning process and evaluation method. These 

subcategories have been developed based on the Tyler’s curriculum model and Matthew 

Lipman’s teaching philosophy to children, and information has been collected using semi-

structured interviews. Then, based on the theoretical qualitative research, a model for 

cultivating philosophical thinking has been presented. The purpose of this model is to 

cultivate a variety of thinking skills and to promote philosophizing skills. The results of this 

study show that by accurately implementing the model, it is possible to nurture citizens 

with the powers of rational thinking, critical thinking and all kinds of thinking with the 

power of distinguishing values from counter-values in a convincing way. Understanding 
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the nature and the why and how of the problems are among the main results of cultivating 

philosophical thinking among students covered by the project. 

Keywords: Teaching Model, Curriculum, Cultivating Philosophical Thinking, Elementary 

School. 
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